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DETAILED ACTION 

• This office action is responsive to the following communication: 
Amendment filed on 03/12/2008. 

• Claims 1-9, 14-15 are currently pending in the application. 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 03/12/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 



3. With respect to applicant's argument that "Applicant acknowledges with 
appreciation the indication of allowable subject matter. In response, Claim 1 has been 
amended to incorporate the subject matter of allowable Claim 1 1 . Similarly, Claims 1 2 
and 13 have been rewritten to be in independent form as Claims 14 
and 15, respectively. Therefore, since independent Claims 1,14 and 15 contain subject 
matter indicated as allowable by the Examiner, Claims 1,14 and 15 are allowable". 

In reply: Regarding claim 1 , lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the 
network facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched 
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telephone network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits 
and receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 

a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
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address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions to a 
specified address exceeds a predetermined number . 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 
facsimile transmissions to a specified address (i.e., an E-mail address 34 representing 
an E-mail address of the specific local communications terminal; Col. 7, lines 52-55, fig. 
3) exceeds a predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times 
exceeds a predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions to a specified address exceeds 
a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, lines 15-20 that such a 
modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus has been developed 
recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile image data through the 
Internet using its low cost communications capability. 
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Regarding claim 14, lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the 
network facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched 
telephone network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits 
and receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 

a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
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text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions to a 
specified address exceeds a predetermined number. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 
facsimile transmissions to a specified address (i.e., an E-mail address 34 representing 
an E-mail address of the specific local communications terminal; Col. 7, lines 52-55, fig. 
3) exceeds a predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times 
exceeds a predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions to a specified address exceeds 
a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, lines 15-20 that such a 
modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus has been developed 
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recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile image data through the 
Internet using its low cost communications capability. 

Regarding claim 15, lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the 
network facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched 
telephone network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits 
and receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 
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a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions 
longer than a specified communication time exceeds a predetermined number. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 
facsimile transmissions longer than a specified communication time exceeds a 
predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times exceeds a 
predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions longer than a specified 
communication time exceeds a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, 
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lines 15-20 that such a modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus 
has been developed recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile 
image data through the Internet using its low cost communications capability. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 6-9, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over lida (US 6,952,279) in view of Shibata (US 6,825,955). 

Regarding claim 1 , lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network facsimile 
apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the network 
facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched telephone 
network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits and 
receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
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FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 

a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions to a 
specified address exceeds a predetermined number . 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 



Application/Control Number: 10/657,097 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

facsimile transmissions to a specified address (i.e., an E-mail address 34 representing 
an E-mail address of the specific local communications terminal; Col. 7, lines 52-55, fig. 
3) exceeds a predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times 
exceeds a predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions to a specified address exceeds 
a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, lines 15-20 that such a 
modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus has been developed 
recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile image data through the 
Internet using its low cost communications capability. 

Regarding claim 6, lida '279 discloses the facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3), wherein only a portion of items of the communication 
management information are converted into data in the text format (i.e., the rewrite of a 
portion in the HTML file of the internet reception list is finished when the HTML file of 
the internet reception list; see col. 1 1 , lines 47-49), and are sent to the email address 
registered in said address registration unit by email (i.e., in which the data of the 
corresponding document number is replaced with the edited data, is returned to external 
storage 4; see col. 1 1 , lines 49-51 ). 
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Regarding claim 7, lida '279 discloses the facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3), wherein said portion of items include at least one of a date 
of facsimile transmission and/or reception, a time thereof, a destination of facsimile 
transmission, an originating source of facsimile transmission, a communication mode, a 
number of pages, communication results, and a user code (i.e., document generating 
section 37 replaces the data of the corresponding document number (title, sender and 
others) with the edited data (received data) (ST1 103); see col. 1 1 , lines 43-45, figs. 7, 
13). 

Regarding claim 8, lida '279 discloses the facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3), wherein the portion of items are specified by use of a 
terminal connected to said facsimile apparatus (i.e., a network facsimile apparatus 
which has a WWW sever inside the apparatus, and is able to generate a structured 
document of reception list to provide to a client in homepage format in order to provide 
received data selected in the reception list to the client; see col. 2, lines 10-15, fig. 9). 

Regarding claim 9, lida '279 discloses the facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3), wherein said system control unit (document list generating 
section 37 which operates under the control of CPU 1 , figs. 3, 5) sends the 
communication management information in the text format to the email address by 
email at a specified time (i.e., document list generating section 37 converts a document 
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number, data, sender and title of new received data into HTML document to generate 
list data; see fig. 14, Registered date). 

Regarding claim 14, lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the 
network facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched 
telephone network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits 
and receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 
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a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions to a 
specified address exceeds a predetermined number. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 
facsimile transmissions to a specified address (i.e., an E-mail address 34 representing 
an E-mail address of the specific local communications terminal; Col. 7, lines 52-55, fig. 
3) exceeds a predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times 
exceeds a predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions to a specified address exceeds 
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a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, lines 15-20 that such a 
modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus has been developed 
recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile image data through the 
Internet using its low cost communications capability. 

Regarding claim 15, lida '279 discloses a facsimile apparatus (a network 
facsimile apparatus, fig. 3) configured to exchange email data via a network (i.e., the 
network facsimile apparatus is able to communicate using both a public switched 
telephone network and a computer network, and has a facsimile section which transmits 
and receives an image via the public switched telephone network, a mail section which 
transmits and receives an e-mail via the computer network; see Abstract), comprising: 

a system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) which controls an operation of the facsimile 
apparatus (i.e., CPU 1 that operates by an operating system and is accessible to ROM 
2, RAM 3 and external storage 4; see col. 3, lines 40-42, fig. 3); 

a communication management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) which stores communication 
management information in response to occurrence of a facsimile communication (i.e., 
FAX communication section 9 performs facsimile communication and WWW server 
section 12 provides a server function for communication with a WWW browser in 
accordance with HTTP protocol to exchange homepage data; see col. 3, lines 59-63 
and col. 4, lines 10-15); 

an address registration unit (13, fig. 3) which registers an email address to which 
email is transmitted (i.e., E-mail communication section 13 performs transmission and 
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reception of e-mail via a network, while functions as an e-mail server; see col. 4, lines 
15-17, fig. 3); 

a data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) which converts the communication 
management information stored in said communication management unit into data in a 
text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 14 provides a function of converting coded 
facsimile data and document file data into TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3), 

wherein said system control unit (CPU 1, fig. 3) sends the communication 
management information in the text format to the email address registered in said 
address registration unit (13, fig. 3) by email (i.e., e-mail communication section 13 
fetches the file of the designated document number from external storage 4 through file 
management section 36 and makes the file an e-mail to send to the destination 
address; see col. 9, lines 55-60, figs. 5-6). 

lida '279 does not explicitly show when a number of facsimile transmissions 
longer than a specified communication time exceeds a predetermined number. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibata '955. In particular, Shibata '955 teaches when a number of 
facsimile transmissions longer than a specified communication time exceeds a 
predetermined number (i.e., in Step S120 if the number of access times exceeds a 
predetermined value; Col. 14, lines 42-43, fig. 10). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and then given the well- 
established teaching of Shibata, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida as taught by 
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Shibata to include: a number of facsimile transmissions longer than a specified 
communication time exceeds a predetermined number, since Shibata stated in col. 1, 
lines 15-20 that such a modification would ensure a unique communications apparatus 
has been developed recently, which is capable of transmitting and receiving facsimile 
image data through the Internet using its low cost communications capability. 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lida (US 
6,952,279) in view of Shibata (US 6,825,955), and further in view of Saga (US 
6,873,841). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of lida '279 and Shibata '955 does not 
explicitly show the facsimile apparatus, wherein the text format is the CSV format. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitation is well known in the art as 
evidenced by Saga '841 . In particular, Saga '841 teaches the facsimile apparatus (PDA 
1 02, fig. 1 ), wherein the text format is the CSV format (i.e., if database file 1 08 is 
encoded in a proprietary format, the file format is to be converted into a useful 
intermediate format that allows the data to be easily manipulated by web server 106. 
This might typically be the comma-separated-variable (CSV) format, which is often used 
to pass data between databases that do not use a common file format; see col. 6, lines 
5-10, figs. 2-3). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and Shibata and then given the 
well-established teaching of Saga, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida and 
Shibata as taught by Saga to include: the facsimile apparatus, wherein the text format 
is the CSV format, since such a modification would integrate the information into a 
spreadsheet for the tabulation of various fields that are not typically exposed through an 
online website report. This provides the user with ultimate flexibility in viewing the 
Telecommunication Call Events, such as the total call duration for a specified range of 
time. 

7. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over lida 
(US 6,952,279) in view of Shibata (US 6,825,955), and further in view of Otsuka et al. 
(US 6,700,674). 

Regarding claim 3, lida '279 discloses the facsimile apparatus, wherein said 
system control unit (CPU 1 , fig. 3) requests said data-format conversion unit (14, fig. 3) 
to convert the communication management information stored in said communication 
management unit (9, 12, fig. 3) into data in the text format (i.e., TIFF conversion section 
14 provides a function of converting coded facsimile data and document file data into 
TIFF format; see col. 4, lines 17-20, fig. 3). 

The combination of lida '279 and Shibata '955 does not explicitly show the 
facsimile apparatus in response to a detection that transmissions and receptions have 
occurred more than a predetermined number of times. 
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However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Otsuka '674. In particular, Otsuka '674 teaches the facsimile apparatus, 
in response to a detection that transmissions and receptions (i.e., the automatic 
confirming means automatically detects the situation by transmitting means via the 
public communication switched network and transmits the image information; Col. 4, 
lines 55-60) have occurred more than a predetermined number of times (i.e., it is 
confirmed whether a set number of redials allowed when retransmitting the facsimile 
communication via the public communication switched network has been exceeded 
(S390); see col. 16, lines 30-35, fig. 12). 

In view of the above, having the combination system of lida and Shibata and then 
given the well-established teaching of Otsuka, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of 
lida and Shibata as taught by Otsuka to include: the facsimile apparatus in response to 
a detection that transmissions and receptions have occurred more than a 
predetermined number of times, since Otsuka stated in col. 3, lines 40-45 that such a 
modification would ensure to improve the operation of the facsimile apparatus, not only 
is it desirable to permit a change in the priority route of an individual transmission, it is 
also preferred that the invention permit changing the priority order for the 
communication routes to an addressee on a permanent basis. At the same time, it 
allows the important information to reach the desired party. 
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Regarding claim 4, Otsuka '674 discloses the facsimile apparatus, wherein said 
system control unit (A communication control operation executed by a CPU provided in 
the facsimile apparatus, fig. 14) determines according to a user parameter (i.e., the user 
can easily perform an evaluation of whether the priority order changing means should 
be activated by displaying how the priority order was registered initially; Col. 3, lines 35- 
40) whether to send the communication management information in the text format to 
the email address in response to the detection (i.e., the automatic confirming means 
automatically detects the situation by transmitting means via the public communication 
switched network and transmits the image information; Col. 4, lines 55-60) that 
transmissions and receptions have occurred more than a predetermined number of 
times (i.e., If the mail flag 13g is OFF (S410: NO), the program switches to facsimile 
transmission via the internet, taking the mail address registered for the addressee 
selected in S350 as the address to which to transmit, and performs facsimile 
transmission via the internet as e-mail (S440); see col. 16, lines 45-50, fig. 12). 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lida (US 
6,952,279) in view of Shibata (US 6,825,955), and further in view of Sato et al. (US 
6,230,189). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of lida '279 and Shibata '955 does not 
explicitly show the facsimile apparatus, wherein said system control unit outputs the 
communication management information on a sheet of paper if the email transmission 
of the communication management information fails. 
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However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Sato '189. In particular, Sato '189 teaches the facsimile apparatus (the 
network facsimile apparatus 2, fig. 2), wherein said system control unit (CPU 20, fig. 2) 
outputs the communication management information on a sheet of paper if the email 
transmission of the communication management information fails (i.e., if the CPU 20 
determines that the comparison result made in Step S301 exceeds the predetermined 
time, the CPU 20 reads the corresponding FAX-to-LAN image files from the image 
memory 25 to print on the printer 31 or a network printer connected to the LAN 1a, in 
Step S303; see col. 14, lines 58-62, fig. 12). 

In view of the above, having the system of lida and Shibata and then given the 
well-established teaching of Sato, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of lida and 
Shibata as taught by Sato to include: the facsimile apparatus, wherein said system 
control unit outputs the communication management information on a sheet of paper if 
the email transmission of the communication management information fails, since Sato 
'189 stated in col. 1 , lines 59-62 that such a modification would ensure users can greatly 
benefit from such convenient connections between networks of the facsimile machines 
and the data terminals by means of the network facsimile machine. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Miyanaga (US 7,009,725) discloses electronic mail communication apparatus 
and communication method. 

Suzuki (US 6,452,688) discloses communication terminal and computer system. 

Hamano et al. (US 5,251 ,043) discloses facsimile apparatus comprising means 
for continuously transmitting plural groups of image data to the same receiver party. 
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